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MEMBERSHIP 

Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible for Ordinary' membership. Members 
of the Society include professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom receive the 
Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 


The aims of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all aspects of entomology, 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identifiable Australian insect species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect species, 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in entomology. 

MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at La Trobe University, 2 nd Floor, Room 2.29, 215 Franklin 
Street, Melbourne (Opposite the Queen Victoria Market) Melway reference Map 2F B1 at 8 p.m. 
on the third Friday of even months, with the possible exception of the December meeting which 
may be held earlier. Lectures by guest speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at 
which there is ample opportunity for informal discussion between members with similar 
interests. Forums are also conducted by members on their own particular interest so that others 
may participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member 
Country Member 
Student Member 
Associate Member 


$20.00 

$16.00 (Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 
$12.00 

$5.00 (No News Bulletin) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail of the news bulletin. Associate 
Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an ordinary Member, 
do not automatically receive the Society's publications but in all other respects rank as ordinary 
Members. 


Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration of the Blue Triangle butterfly, Graphium sarpedon L. by Rhonda Millen. 



MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 16 JUNE, 2000 


The President, A. Kellehear opened the meeting at 8.10pm 


Present: A. Kellehear, I. Endersby, D. Dobrosak, D. Stewart, R. McMahon, M. Endersby, 

A. Famworth, E. Famworth, A Duale M. Kesavan, R MacPherson, 
P. Carwardine, C. Peterson, J. Tinetti 

Minutes: Minutes of the general meeting 14/4/00 were accepted (M: I. Endersby, 
S: R. MacPherson) 

Treasurer’s report: 

• Account balances are: General account $ 5842, Le Souef Account $ 3402 

• A reminder to unfinancial members that subscriptions are overdue. 

Editors Report: 

• Articles are needed urgently for the August issue of the Journal 


There was no General Business. 


Speaker: 

Allan Kellehear gave his Presidential address, titled Them: Insects in Science Fiction. 

Allan used film and literary sources to explore the portrayal of insects in science fiction, and 
what this shows about how people view insects and the world around them. He noted the use 
of insects as a metaphor for wider fears and anxieties about life in general, and in particular 
about the w ork of scientists. Insects are often also used as devices used to thrill and horrify 
audiences. He presented examples of stereotypical presentations of insects and ways in which 
illustrators and film makers exaggerate stereotypical insect features for their own purposes. 
Whilst he found some examples that employed insects as part of a desire to show strange 
beauty or intelligent life forms, in this genre, they are rarely used to portray love, compassion 
or justice. 

The text of the address will be published in a forthcoming edition of the journal. 

1. Endersby moved a vote of thanks form the floor on behalf of the meeting. 


Meeting closed 9.40pm 
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING, 21 JULY, 2000 


The President, A. Kellehear opened the meeting at 8.15pm 

Present: D. Stewart, A Kellehear, D Dobrosak, P Carwardine, J. Tinetti 

Apologies: I Endersby 

Correspondence: 

• The Treasurer’s report was tabled in his absence 

The issue of postage/subscription rates for overseas members was deferred and will be 
raised again at the next council meeting 

Account balances arc: General account $5676, Le Souef account $3416 

The ATO has confirmed that the Society does not require an ABN. Notice of this has 
been sent to members who have inquired about this matter 

The report was accepted (M: A. Kellehear S: J. Tinetti) 

• Letter from Dr M. Braby 

The President will respond concerning recent contributions to the Victorian 
Entomologist 


Editor’s report: 

• Articles are in hand for the August edition. 

• More articles are needed for the October and December issues. Check the Help box in this 
issue. 

General business: 

• Planning for October meeting: This will be a film or video night. Details are publicised in 
this issue of tile news bulletin. 

• Congratulations were extended to I. Endersby on his election as Treasurer of the 
Australian Entomology Society 


The president closed the meeting at 9.05pm 
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Dragonfly Conservation in Victoria. 


Ian Endersby 

56 Looker Road, Montmorency 3094 


Conservation of invertebrates is hampered due to their poor image which is probably due to 
the garden and agricultural pest status that some have, through adverse public opinion caused 
by fear and loathing, and particularly because of lack of knowledge. In spite of the important 
ecological roles that they fill there are serious barriers to their conservation due to the large 
number of taxa, many of which are undescribed, difficulties in correct identification, sampling 
problems, unknown life histories and ecology', and poor knowledge of their distribution. 

Techniques which have been developed to manage small populations of vertebrates or plants 
arc not easily applied to invertebrates because of the difficulties in estimating population 
parameters for modelling, the general impracticality of captive breeding and the additional 
complexities of metapopulation concepts. For insect conservation projects at the individual 
taxon or local population level therefore, the strategy must include the need to raise awareness 
through “flagship species”; to conduct ecological and taxonomic research; to nominate 
endangered taxa for listing and the development of action plans; population and distribution 
surveys; and reservation and management of habitat. 

There seems to be a simple, logical progression in the tasks that need to be conducted but 
Figure I demonstrates that there are complications. The major difficulty is the obtaining of 
funding for the conservation of organisms which have a low profile, and thus priority. Hence 
the need to raise awareness through “charismatic" species with the aim of extending the scope 
of work for any grants to other less endowed taxa. However any honest designation of a 
“flagship” should be based on thorough ecological and, particularly, taxonomic research 
which, in turn, require comprehensive surveys funded by grants to flagship species which 
haven’t yet been defined. Only when this circular paradox is broken, can invertebrate 
conservation become plausible. The secondary feedback paths in Figure I show additional 
funding requirements once the primary surveys and research have resulted in good strategic 
conservation plans. 

If listing under the Victorian Flora & Fauna Guarantee warrants the appellation “flagship 
species" then the damselfly Hemiphlebia mirabilis qualifies. It is known from only a few 
sites, has interesting behavioural traits and a problematic phylogeny with wing venation 
comparable to some Permian species. However, it is still not as well known as the Koala or 
even some of the tropical butterfly species. We still have a long way to go. 
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Most taxonomic and distribution information for the Australian Odonata has come from 
committed amateurs or professional entomologists who have studied the Order as an adjunct 
to their funded occupation. No prognosis for the Australian economy sees any change to this. 
The challenge for the amateur entomologist is to make meaningful contributions to 
distributional and behavioural observations of faunal groups that break the circular 
dependence of studies and funding outlined above. 

After the Lepidoptera and some of the spectacular Colcoptcra, which are comparatively well 
served by amateurs, the Odonata are probably the next best placed to achieve some success. 
Its members are often spectacular, they have interesting, if not bizarre, behaviours, and an 
adequate literature for identification in the laboratory now exists for species from Victoria 
(Hawking & Theischinger 1999 for larvae, Watson et at. 1991 for adults). There is a current 
checklist for Victorian species (Endersbv 2000) and Hawking (1999) has assessed the 
conservation status for every Australian species. 
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IUCN Conservation Risk categories are based on degree of population reduction; extent and 
fragmentation of occurrence; population numbers; and probability of extinction. Species are 
categorised as: Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable, or Lower Risk which includes 
the subcategories Near Threatened and Least Concern. Data Deficient is not a Risk Category 
but is used to designate those species where there is not enough direct or indirect information 
to make a judgement. 

For those species which arc known to occur in Victoria, Hawking’s (1999) assessment of their 
Australian status is shown below. This does not imply their status in Victoria is equivalent, in 
fact some species have been seen in the State on only a few occasions but they seem secure in 
other parts of their range (e.g. Austrolestes aridus, Trapezostigma loewi, PantalaJlavescens). 

Vulnerable 

Family Hemiphlcbiidae 

Hemiphlebia mirabilis Selys 


Lower Risk: Near Threatened 

Family Coenagrionidae 
Caliagrion billinghursti (Martin) 
Family Diphlcbiidae 
Diphlebia lestoides (Selys) 
Diphlebia nymphoides Tillyard 


Lower Risk: Least Concern 

Family Synlcstidae 
Synlestes weyersii Selys 
Family Lcstidac 
Austrolestes analis (Rambur) 
Austrolestes anmtlosus (Selys) 
Austrolestes aridus (Tillyard) 
Austrolestes cingulatus (Burmeister) 
Austrolestes io (Selys) 

Austrolestes leda (Selys) 

Austrolestes psyche (Hagen) 

Family Megapodagrionidae 
Austroargiolestes icteromelas (Selys) 
Family Protonenridae 
A 'ososticta solida (Hagen) 

Family Isostictidae 
Rhadinosticta simplex (Martin) 
Family Coenagrionidae 
Auslroagrion watsoni Lieftinck 


Family Austropetaliidae 
Austropetalia tonyana Theischinger 
Family Telephlebiidac 
Austroaeschnafluvomaculata Tillyard 
Dendroaeschna conspersa (Tillyard) 
Telephlebia brevicauda Tillyard 
Family Synthcmistidae 
Parasynthemis regina (Selys) 

Family Austrocorduliidae 
Apocordulia macrops Watson 
Family Cordulephyidac 
Cordulephyapygmaea Selys 
Family Libellulidae 
Austrothemis nigrescens (Martin) 


Family Telephlebiidac 
Austroaeschna atrata Martin 
Austroaeschna inermis Martin 
Austroaeschna multipunctata (Martin) 
Austroaeschna parvistigma Selys 
Austroaeschna pulchra Tillyard 
Austroaeschna subapicalis Theischinger 
Austroaeschna unicornis (Martin) 
Notoaeschna sagittata (Martin) 
Spinaeschna tripunctata (Martin) 

Family Acshnidac 
Aeshna brevistyla (Rambur) 

Hemianax papuensis (Burmeister) 
Family Gomphidae 

Anlipodogomphus acolythus (Martin) 
Austrogomphus australis Dale 
Austrogomphus comutus Watson 
Austrogomphus guerini (Rambur) 
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Auslrocnemis splendida (Martin) 
Coenagrion lyelli (Tiliyard) 
Ischnura aurora (Brauer) 

Ischnura heterosticta (Burmeister) 
Pseudagrion aureofrons Tiliyard 
Xanthagrion erythroneurum (Selys) 


Data Deficient 

Family Megapodagrionidae 
Austroargiolestes calcaris (Fraser) 
Griseargiolestes eboracus (Tiliyard) 
Griseargiolestes intermedins (Tiliyard) 
Family Isostictidac 
Labidiosticta vallisi (Fraser) 


Austrogomphus ochraceus (Selys) 
Hemigomphus gouldii (Selys) 
Hemigomphus heteroclytus Selys 
Family Synthcmistidae 
Archaeosynthemis macrosligma (Hagen) 
Eusynthemis guttata (Selys) 

Eusynthcmis virgula (Selys) 

Synlhemis eustalacta (Burmeister) 
Family Austrocordulidae 
Austrocordulia refracta Tiliyard 
Family llemicorduliidac 
Hemicordulia australiae (Rambur) 
Hemicordulia tau (Selys) 

Procordulia jacksoniensis (Rambur) 
Family Libcllulidae 
Crocothemis nigrifrons (Kirby) 
Diplacodes bipunclata (Brauer) 
Diplacodes haematodes (Burmeister) 
Diplacodes melanopsis (Marlin) 
Nannophlebia risi Tiliyard 
Nannophya australis Brauer 
Nannophya dalei (Tiliyard) 

Orthetrum caledonicum (Brauer) 
Orlhetrum villosovittatum (Brauer) 
PanlalaJlavescens (Fabricius) 
Trapezostigma loewii (Kaup) 


Family Gomphidae 
Austrogomphus angelorum Tiliyard 
Family Synthcmistidae 
Eusynthemis brevistyla (Selys) 
Eusynthemis tillyardi Theiscltinger 


The following Table gives the number of species in each category accumulated at the level of 
Family. Eleven species arc near threatened and the status of seven is insufficiently known to 
make an assessment. Of the 55 Least Concern species there may be some that would warrant 
a higher category of risk if only their Victorian distribution is considered. 



VU 

NT 

LC 

DD 

Total 

Suborder Zygoptera 

(1) 

(3) 

(18) 

(4) 

(26) 

Family Hemiphlcbiidae 

1 




1 

Family Synlestidae 



1 


1 

Family Lestidae 



7 


7 

Family Megapodagrionidae 



1 

3 

4 

Family Protoneuridae 



I 


1 

Family Isostictidae 



1 

1 

2 

Family Coenagrionidac 


1 

7 


8 

Family Diphlebiidae 


2 



2 

Suborder Epiproctophora 


(8) 

(37) 

(3) 

(48) 

Family Austropetaliidae 


1 



1 
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Family Telephlebiidae 


3 

9 


12 

Family Acshnidae 



2 


2 

Family Gomphidae 



7 

1 

8 

Family Synthemistidae 


1 

4 

2 

7 

Family Austrocorduliidae 


1 

1 


2 

Family Cordulephyidae 


1 



1 

Family Hemicorduliidae 



3 


3 

Family Libellulidae 


1 

11 


12 

TOTAL 

1 

11 

55 

7 

74 


Conclusions 

• The only species from Victoria which is listed as Vulnerable is Hemiphlebia mirabilis and 
this has been listed under the Flora & Fauna Guarantee. 

• Eleven species are Near Threatened Australia-wide so there is scope for invaluable 
observations to be made by Victorian entomologists. [ Caliagrion billinghursti; Diphlebia 
lestoides; Diphlebia nymphaides; Austropetalia tonyana; Austroaeschna flavomaculata; 
Dendroaeschna cortspersa; Telephlebia brevicauda; Parasynthemis regina; Apocordulia 
macrops; Cordulephyapygmaca; Austrothemis nigrescent;] 

• Similarly, seven species require additional distribution data and population trends to be 
assessed and are worthwhile targets for study. [Auslroargiolesles calcaris; 
Griseargiolestes eboracus: Griseargiolestes intermedins; Labidiosticta vallisi; 
Austrogomphus angelorum; Eusynthemis brevistyla; Eusynthemis tillyardi], 

• For the 55 Least Concern species a judgment needs to be made as to whether resources 
should be expended in assessing their Victorian conservation status when they apparently 
are still robust elsewhere in Australia, even if they are at risk locally. Obviously this task 
should have a lower priority but incidental observations of these species should be 
recorded and published for future reference. 


Acknowledgments 
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Book Review 


“Key to Keys: a guide to keys and zoological information to identify invertebrates from 
Australian inland waters” by John H. Hawking. 


Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Centre: Albury & Cooperative Research Centre for 
Freshwater Ecology Australia. Identification Guide No. 2, 2nd edition, iv + 72 pp. A5, 
Spiral bound. ISBN 0 646 17041 4 [Available from MDFRC, P.O. Box 921, Albury, NSW 
2640; $20 + $2 postage]. 


Each year the Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Centre (MDFRC) holds a taxonomic 
seminar where the latest research on selected groups of aquatic invertebrates is presented, 
together with appropriate identification keys. Difficult characters are demonstrated through 
an overhead microscope and the experiences of workers on the group arc debated. The 
MDFRC holds a large voucher collection of identified specimens and taxonomic literature. 

“Key to Keys” is a guide to the most appropriate literature for identifying freshwater 
invertebrates. It is arranged by major group with a typical entry giving references to a key to 
families, regional keys, additional information such as keys to non-aquatic adults or biology 
and then specific information which covers keys to lower taxa where available. The 
bibliography takes 37 pages and includes 637 citations. 

It also is hoped that the guide will foster the use of recognised keys thus adding consistency to 
identification, and will highlight groups in urgent need of taxonomic attention. This is 
important for quality control with so many diverse amateur and professional groups studying 
the contents of dip nets and making judgments on environmental condition from their results. 

Recently a member asked me for advice on the Mecoptera, a group that she intends to study. I 
am confident that the five references the guide provides is almost everything that has been 
published about the identification of the little-known Australian scorpion-flies and hanging- 
flies. If she had asked about trichoptera or diptera there would have been dozens of entries. 
The guide is an excellent place to start for novice or experienced biologist alike. The author 
concedes that it is not a definitive list of the available taxonomic literature but only the 
extreme specialist would be able to pick the gaps. 

John Hawking is to be congratulated on producing this guide which builds on his previous 
compilations and takes advantage of the large network of aquatic specialists that works 
together during and between the annual seminars. 


Ian Endersby 
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Common Names for Dragonflies 

Ian Endersby 

56 Looker Road, Montmorency Vic. 3094 


When reporting the rediscovery of Acanthaeschna victoria Martin in New South Wales, 
Theischinger (2000) proposed it be given the common name of “Thylacine Dragonfly” due to 
its colouration and recent history. He did this because the publication of a field guide to 
the Australian Odonata is forthcoming and ... it is supposed to include vernacular dragonfly 
names...”. Also, the recently formed Australian Dragonfly Society' announced similar aims in 
a press release [Vic Ent. 30: 39 (2000)]. 

Before Australia proceeds too far along this path it would be useful to review the precedents 
that have been set in other countries. In the following Table UK names have been taken from 
the inside back cover of recent issues of the Journal of the British Dragonfly Society, the US 
names are from the Common Names Committee of the Dragonfly Society of America 
(http:Avww.ups.edu/bioIogy/inuseum/NAdragons.html) and those of New Zealand come from 
Rowe (1987). 



UK 

US 

NZ 

Calopteryx 

Demoiselle 



Lestidae 


Spreadwings 


Protoneuridae 


Threadtails 


Coenagrion 


Bluet 


Ischnura 


Forktail 


Ischnura aurora 



Gossamer damselfly 

Petaluridae 


Petaltails 


Aeshnidae 


Darners 


Aeshna 

Hawker 

Darner 


Aeshna brevistyla 



Lancer dragonfly 

Anaciaeshna 

Hawker 



An ax 

Emperor 

Darner 


Hemianax 

Emperor 



Hemianax papuensis 



Baron dragonfly 

Gomphidae 

Club-tail 

Clubtails 


Macromiidae 


Cruisers 


Cordulia 

Emerald 

Emerald 


Hemicordulia australiae 



Sentry dragonfly 

Somatochlora 

Emerald 

Emerald 


Libcllulidae 


Skimmers 


Li be Hula 

Chaser 

Skimmer (mostly) 


Crocothemis 


Skimmer 


Diplacodes bipunctata 



Red Percher 

Orthetrum 

Skimmer 



Pantala flavescens 


Wandering Glider 

Orange Glider 

Svmpetrum 

Darter 

Meadowhawk 


Tholymis 


Glider 


Tramea = Trapezostigma 


Saddlebags 

Red Glider 
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Conclusions: Except for naming the gomphids as ‘Clubtails’, corduliids as ‘Emeralds’ and 
in some cases the libellulids as ‘Skimmers’, there seems to be little agreement in the northern 
hemisphere. Australia can feel free to produce a unique set of vernacular names as there is no 
international standard to which it should conform. 

Acknowledgments: Thanks to all those on the Dragonfly listserver who gave me the URL of 
the US Checklist site. 
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Rowe, R.J. (1987). The Dragonflies of New Zealand. Auckland University Press. 

Theischinger, G. (2000). The Acanthaeschna Story (Odonata: Aeshnoidea). Linzer 
biologische Beitrage 32: 235-240. 


HELP WANTED 

• Articles or papers for forthcoming issues of Victorian Entomologist. Please send 
your papers to the Hon. Editor. 

• Ideas for excursion locations. Please contact a Councillor if you have any ideas 
for an excursion location. Alternatively bring your suggestions to the next 
general meeting. 

• Unfinancial members!!! Please help the Society by forwarding your subscriptions 
as soon as possible. A reminder note will be sent to unfinancial members with 
this issue of Victorian Entomologist. 
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RECENT ARTICLES OF INTEREST 


Compiled by Ian Failhfull 

New bug to fight alpine broom spread, Nick Higgins, The Border Mail (Albury-Wodonga) 20 
November 1999 p.12; Insects to sap life from broom, Nick Higgins, The Border Mail, 15 Dec. 
p. 16; Good bug to weed out pest. Weekly Times, 22 Dec. p. 22; English broom meets its 
natural enemy, Victorian Landcare and Catchment Management Issue 15, Autumn 2000, p.9; 
DNRE makes the first Victorian releases of the English broom psyllid, a biocontrol agent for 
Cytisus scoparius, at Bright and in the Alpine National Park where large areas of dense English 
broom occur. [K. McArthur] 

l’est weed is far from cactus, Garry Cotton, Geelong Advertiser, 7 Dec. 1999, p.5; Insect 
supremacy, Chris Riches, Werribee Banner, 8 Dec. p.l 7; The prickly problem facing western 
waterways, Tim Noisette, The Times (Werribee), 8 Dec. p.4. The cochineal insect Dactylopius 
austrinus, released onto tiger pear, Opuntia auriantiaca, at Little River, the first release of this 
biocontrol agent in Victoria. Releases were funded by Wyndhant council. City of Greater 
Geelong and Corio Landcare Group and undertaken by KTRI. Tiger pear infests ca. 30 km along 
the River. Cochineal insects have been highly succcsful in controlling cacti in Australia. ]F. 
Mahr] 

Biological control of Paterson's curse: crown boring weevils spreading, Rebecca Nicol, The 
Euroa Gazette, 14 Dec. 1999 p.l7. Harvesting and redistribution of Mogulones larvatus in the 
Euroa area where the weevil has spread at least I km from release sites and is starting to provide 
effective biological control. Kerry Roberts of the Keith Turnbull Research Institute of 
Agriculture Victoria is monitoring the progress of the agent. [K. Roberts] 

No stopping beetle's assault on elms - historic trees killed, Michelle Pountncy, Herald Sun, 2 1 
Jan. 2000; Home remedies can stop elm tree beetle, Richard Baker, The Age, 22 Jan., p.10. 
Advice on controlling elm leaf beetle, Pyrrhalta luteola (Chrysomelidae), an exotic pest first 
detected in Australia in 1989. Both larvae and adults eat elm leaves and often cause serious 
defoliation. Despite efforts to restrict dispersal, tire beetle has spread widely from Mt Eliza, 
where it was first detected, and is now found as far north as Benalla and in much of central 
Gippsland. Integrated management strategies have been developed which securely protect trees 
at risk, however many trees are not managed. Greg Lefoe of KTRI is planning to introduce a 
second parasite of the beetle, a tachinid fly Erynniopsis antennata, this winter. [G. Lefoe] 

Fly helps spear thistle infestations, David Thorpe, The Border Mail, 9 Feb. 2000, p.2; 
Biological control agents to hit thistles, Bany Elliott, Highland Times 
(Daylesford/Woodend/Trentham) Feb. 2000 p. 4; 

Fly (lies in for prickly problem, Peter Hunt, Weekly Times, 12 April, pp.l, 11. A biological 
control agent, the spear thistle gall fly, Urophora stylata, first released in Victoria in 1995, is 
infesting up to 60% of Cirsium vulgare plants and 83% of flower heads in some areas. An 
average of four larvae per head can destroy up to 80% of seed. The fly is spreading at the rate of 
about 2 km per year, is flourishing in the Strathdownie area of western Victoria and has 
established strong populations in East Gippsland and at Marysville. Spear thistle infests over 9.7 
million ha in Victoria. The fly is available for release from the Keith Turnbull Research Institute 
of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment. Eight releases were made in north¬ 
east Victoria in early February. [B, Roberts] 

Shire, BHP, mites unite to fight gorse, The Independent (Frankston/Hastings), 14 March 
p.l l;Spider mites to fight gorse menace, Mornington Peninsula Leader, 28 March p.8. School 
students on the Mornington Peninsula rearing the gorse spider mite for release on suitable gorse 
infestations. The program is an initiative of the local Council's Community Partnership Program. 
BHP Steel is a sponsor. Technical support is provided by KTRI. [M. Newnham, R. Kwong] 
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Grub woe for lettuce growers, Paul Sellars, Weekly Times, 29 March, p.34. An outbreak of 
Heliolhis armigera (Noctuidae) has ruined entire lettuce crops at Werribee South, possibly 
destroying up to 85% of crops in the area. One 1.6 ha crop worth $30,000 was ploughed into the 
ground. The moth migrates into Victoria from northern States. 

Vine pest found at Avenel, Paul Sellars, Weekly Times, 12 April, p.24. Dept of Natural 
Resources and Environment officers detected grape phylloxera, Daktulosphaira vitifolii, an 
aphid that attacks the roots of vines, at one vineyard in early April. Detection triggers costly 
quarantine measures. The aphid probably reached the area from phylloxera quarantine areas at 
Nagambie or the King Valley. Plants at the Avenel vineyard do not have resistant rootstock, but 
the pest will probably spread slowly because of the sandy soil. 

Farmers brace for war on the wing, David McKenzie, Weekly Times, 3 May, p.10; Plague 
fear over locusts. Nikki Borchard, Weekly Times 10 May, p.26. Good inland rainfall since 
spring 1999 has resulted in the worst locust plague in 15 years in South Australia and western 
NSW. Recent hatching of millions of eggs and deposition of millions more threatens northern 
Victoria in spring. Aerial spraying of swarms has been undertaken by the Australian Plague 
Locust Commission around Broken Hill, Wilcannia and Hillston, and in SA. There have been 
some migrations into the Victorian Wimmera and Mallee, with locusts widespread but in low 
numbers. 

Reserve holds hope for endangered butterfly. Jamie Duncan, Diamond Valley News 9 
February 2000, p. 4. Pat Vaughan, Banyule Council environment officer, has found that 
Yandell Reserve at St Helena is now the stronghold of the Eltham copper butterfly, Paralucia 
pyrodisens lucida (Lycaenidae), after recent habitat management works including a controlled 
burn at the Pauline Toner Reserve in Eltham reduced numbers. Larvae at Yandell Reserve are 
now feeding on sweet bursarias planted by the Council and Friends group. 22 butterfly species 
have been recorded from the Reserve. Congratulations are due to all those involved in the 
successful fight to save this butterfly. [I.Endersby] 

Moth imported to fight weed spread, Warrnambool Standard 29 April 2000, p.8; Moth 
attack on honeseed - released: You Yangs kicks off program, Geelong Advertiser 29 April 
p.7; Imported moth to fight weed, The Age 29 April p. 18; Moth to wage war on boneseed, 
Monica Jackson, Weekly Times 3 May p.26; Moth hope for weed menace. Werribee Banner 
3 May 2000 p.3; Tiny bug to fight huge problem, Werribee Times 10 May p.8. The first 
release of the Chrysanthemoides leaffoller moth, an undescribed species of Tortrix, a 
biological control agent for Chrysanthemoides monilifera (boneseed and bitou bush). The 
insect was let loose at the You Yangs, west of Melbourne, on 28 April by officers of the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment and the Cooperative Research Centre for 
Weed Management Systems. C. monilifera is a Weed of National Significance. Agents 
previously released in the biocontrol program have had little impact on boneseed to date, but 
seeding of bitou bush has been significantly reduced along the NSW coast. Tortrix sp. has 
been imported from South Africa where it causes significant defoliation of its host plant. The 
moth is being mass-reared at the Keith Turnbull Research Institute for releases throughout the 
range of the w eed. [D. Dobrosak, R.Kwong] 

Thanks to Brad Roberts, Greg Lefoe, Franz Malir, Kate McArthur, Melinda Newnham, Daniel 
Dobrosak, Ian Endersby, Raelene Kwong and Kerry Roberts for contributing material. Articles 
for inclusion can be forwarded to the compiler at 2 Jacana Drive, Carrum Downs, Vic. 3201. 
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